Introducing Objectivism

by Ayn Rand

At a sales conference at Random House, precedinguthilication ofAtlas Shrugged,
one of the book salesmen asked me whether | coakept the essence of my philosophy
while standing on one foot. | did as follows:

1. Metaphysics: Objective Reality
2. Epistemology: Reason

3. Ethics: Self-interest

4. Politics: Capitalism

If you want this translated into simple languag&ould read: 1. "Nature, to be
commanded, must be obeyed" or "Wishing won't make.I' 2. "You can't eat your cake
and have it, too." 3. "Man is an end in himself."@ive me liberty or give me death."

If you held these concepts with total consisteasythe base of your convictions, you
would have a full philosophical system to guide ¢barse of your life. But to hold them
with total consistency—to understand, to defingyrimve and to apply them—requires
volumes of thought. Which is why philosophy canbetdiscussed while standing on one
foot—nor while standing on two feet on both sidés\ery fence. This last is the
predominant philosophical position today, particylan the field of politics.

My philosophy, Objectivism, holds that:

1. Reality exists as an objective absolute—facts acesf independent of man's
feelings, wishes, hopes or fears.

2. Reason (the faculty which identifies and integraéitesmaterial provided by man's
senses) is man's only means of perceiving redlisyonly source of knowledge,
his only guide to action, and his basic means ofigal.

3. Man—every man—is an end in himself, not the meariké ends of others. He
must exist for his own sake, neither sacrificingnéelf to others nor sacrificing
others to himself. The pursuit of his own ratioself-interest and of his own
happiness is the highest moral purpose of his life.

4. The ideal political-economic system is laissezdfaapitalism. It is a system
where men deal with one another, not as victimsesedutioners, nor as masters
and slaves, but as traders, by free, voluntary axgh to mutual benefit. It is a



system where no man may obtain any values fronr®theresorting to physical
force, and no man may initiate the use of phydmale against others. The
government acts only as a policeman that proteatsswights; it uses physical
force only in retaliation and only against thoseovimitiate its use, such as
criminals or foreign invaders. In a system of ftdpitalism, there should be (but,
historically, has not yet been) a complete separaif state and economics, in the
same way and for the same reasons as the sepavhsitate and church.
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